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Raffle for Hand-Crafted Chairs 
Raises Big Money for Teens

 We had an opportunity to partner with 
teen girls at the New Outlook Teen Center in Exeter, 
N.H. Fifteen girls built 15 wonderful chairs in two 
days; the chairs were then painted by local artists 
and raffled off to raise money for the teen center. The 
team raised $4,500!! 
 A huge thank you to Karen Prior for 
pulling this together and to Marianne Jones of The 
New Hampshire Women’s Fund for taking the time 
to observe the 
magic that 
happens when 
girls learn how 
to build! Not 
only did these 
girls discover 
some hidden 
talent, but 
Karen and 
Marianne also 
partnered 
up to build 
an awesome 
chair! 

Circle Program Campers 
Put to the Test—and Passed 

with Flying Colors
 After many summers of building with the 
girls at the Circle Program in Hebron, N.H., we felt it 
was time to put the girls’ skills to the test. They were 
more than ready and willing to build a storage shed 
addition on the backside of the lodge! 
 The project involved framing and siding 
the entire structure—rafters and all—plus design-
ing and building a new door to match those on the 
first level of the lodge! How cool to see so many of 
the girls spend an entire cold and cloudy Saturday 
finishing up the project! Determination is what these 
girls are made of!

A New Shed Finished—and Some 
Poignant Stories Shared

 Camp Spaulding in Penacook, N.H., 
now sports a new shed for firewood! This summer 
we watched as the girls built a three-sided shed 
beside the 
fire circle. 
Little ones 
as young 
as seven 
years old 
framed and 
sheathed 
the floor 
while the older girls built walls and sided the shed. 
The roof was built on the ground, then lifted into 
place by some pretty excited staff. This project is 
proof positive that teamwork is essential and truly 
rewarding for everyone involved!

Girls at Work Expands its 
Reach to New Organizations 

and More Girls
 Every summer we have the opportunity 
to partner with various organizations that work with 
youth. For an entire week last summer, we had the 
pleasure of working with Portsmouth, N.H.-based 
New Heights, a program that helps young people 
ages 11 to 18 successfully transition to adulthood. 
 As parents picked up their daughters at 
the end of each day, they were amazed to see all

 the projects these first time builders completed. 
The sweetest build of the week was a little custom  
picnic table the girls built for the younger kids who 
attended New Heights’ childcare center. The build-
ers delivered the table with pride, and the young 
ones were so excited that their little feet could 
touch the ground once they sat on their new table!
 We also had the pleasure this summer 
of working with Dover, N.H.-based Zebra Crossings, 
a program that works with chronically ill children. 
Of course, nothing stopped these children from 
learning how to build with us!

Vermont Teens Build 
with an Eye to Art

 Teen girls at Camp Farnsworth in
Thetford, Vermont built some amazing benches 
that were designed by turn-of-the-century 
naturalist Aldo Leopold. These benches not only 
provided practical visual art, but the process of 
building them enabled the girls to form new 
friendships that will last a lifetime. Way to go 
Farnsworth!
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Department of Education, Local 
Businesses and Nonprofits Team Up 
for a Week of High-Octane Building 
at Manchester Community College

 Girls at Work received support from the 
New Hampshire Department of Education to host 
an entire week of building with inner-city girls from 
both the Manchester and Nashua Girls Inc. programs. 
 The local chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Women in Construction partnered with us and 
were instrumental in making the week a success. Not 
only did they provide amazing volunteers–you rock 
Mary Laternau and Catherine Schoenenberger!–but 
they also found area businesses to donate all the 
lumber needed to build for the entire week. 

Girls at Work to Add 
After-School Programming

 Girls at Work has long envisioned the 
goal of developing an after-school program to reach 
many of the girls that we work with every summer 
and build upon their powerful experiences. Thank 
you to Nancy Hendryx for volunteering to do some 
grant writing for us this fall.  
 A heartfelt thank you to the Rolfe and 
Rumford Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation. Their generosity has enabled us to turn 
that dream of an after school program into a reality: 
We are nearly half-way to reaching our target goal 
for our after school program. Also, a thank you to 
the KMS Foundation for their recent donation to our 
after school program.   
 It is so rewarding to have the support of 
so many—enabling us to provide a powerful and 
holistic experience to those who so often feel power-
less and defeated. We make it all happen with the 
support of so many, and now is the time for you to 
support our newest and most exciting new project. 
All donations will go directly toward our after school 
program starting this January! Thank you for believ-
ing in our mission to support at risk girls and thank 
you for believing in these girls.

It Takes All of Us 
to Empower Girls

 Many heartfelt thanks to all of the folks 
who help us empower girls to believe in them-
selves through building. A special thank you to the 
Women’s Fund of New Hampshire, which enabled us 
to track the impact of our program this year. 
 This summer, we developed a question-
naire that each girl completed after building with us. 
One of the questions the girls were asked was: “How 
do you feel about yourself now that you learned 
how to use power tools to build?” Of the incredible 
responses from—“awesomer” to “powerful” and 
everything in between—the one answer that stuck 
out most was, “I don’t feel stupid anymore.” 
 Many of the girls we target have such 
difficult lives filled with neglect, abandon and even 
abuse that they are left feeling alone and powerless. 
How validating to know that we can provide an 
experience for these girls that enables them to feel 
powerful, smart and yes, “awesomer!”
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Bring on 2012!
 Many thanks to our Board Members 
Nikki Thompson, Kari Lasky, Daria Harvey, 
Laurie Johnson and Cathy Trudo for their 
dedication and support that has enabled us 
to stay afloat while many non-profits did not 
survive. After many interviews, we are proud 
to welcome our new Board of Directors Claudia 
Nixon, Joan Izen, Sunny Mulligan, Cameron 
Ford, Ray Bent and Kim Keagan. Fasten your 
seat belts, 2012 is going to be a great year for 
Girls at Work, Inc!

 We held the build at Manchester Com-
munity College where many of the staff stopped by, 
repeatedly in awe of our builders. Once the staff got 
beyond the shock of seeing the girls directing their 
own builds, they happily purchased the completed 
benches, chairs and picnic tables that were built with 
so much pride. 
 All proceeds will go toward additional 
programming of inner city girls next summer. A huge 
thank you to the Concord Monitor, the Nashua Tele-
graph and the Union Leader for covering our story! 
The Concord Monitor even wrote a great editorial 
about Girls at Work! 

Union Leader 
Concord Monitor
Concord Monitor

Nashua Telegraph
Girls at Work, Inc. in the news!

Click here to donate safely and 
securely to Girls at Work with
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